
‘A Line to Kill’  
written by Anthony Horowitz

What an incredible, captivating and terribly suspenseful novel! It 
felt as though I was reading through the perspective of Watson, 
and not Holmes. And similar to this famous duo, Anthony thinks he 
has somewhat figured Hawthorne out – but little does he know. 
This mystery was solved by a mysterious man himself – and this 
is what makes this story so much better! You never know who to 
trust and the list of possible suspects is endless, yet Hawthorne 
nails it and points to the killer(s)? 

Usually it’s easy for me to find a relatable character and call them 
‘my favourite’, but this time I did not have any favourites or anyone 
that I found inspiring – as a matter of fact, I disliked most of the 
characters. They were all wicked in their own little ways. Let’s take 
Elizabeth Lovell or Colin Matheson, for example. There were some 
other characters with whom I sympathised, like Marc Bellamy or 
George Elkin, but they had not made a standing impression on me. 
However, if I had to pick, Hawthorne would be a character I would 
like to read more about (especially about his past in R.).

Anthony Horowitz made sure to not forget any detail, which in 
the beginning I thought was only added as an expression of his 
creativity, but towards the end, all the tiny elements fell into one 
big puzzle. I loved how this novel had a smooth flow and link 
between everything that had happened. I also loved how Anthony 
was writing this in the first person, from his memories of the 
event. This really was a great read, and I would 100% recommend 
you give it a go if you like crime, drama and suspenseful detective 
work.

By Paulina Dolder



Derry Girls

Derry Girls is the hysterically funny, semi-autobiographical sitcom 
written by the superbly talented Lisa McGee. Inspired by her 
childhood growing up in 1990s Derry, she hilariously showcases 
the highs and lows of an all-girls Catholic school amidst the 
constant threat of the Troubles. 

Our five protagonists are Erin - the pretentious wannabe writer; 
Orla - her eccentric spaced-out cousin; Clare - the slightly neurotic 
goody two-shoes; Michelle - the straight-talking party animal and 
of course, James - the wee English fella. Their school is headed 
up by the cynical and sarcastic Sister Michael who never fails to 
make us laugh with her witty one-liners. What’s so refreshing 
about Derry Girls is how the characters are able to amuse us with 
their little moments of silliness without ever undermining the 
seriousness of the events that form the backdrop of their lives. 

The show is a masterclass in perfectly balancing comedy and 
tragedy and this is especially evident in the season one finale. We 
watch as the girls refuse to let their friend make a fool of herself 
alone and join her on stage in a truly heart-warming moment. 
This then cuts to a chilling scene of Erin’s family gathered around 
the TV, looking sombre. The news reports a devastating attack 
that has claimed the lives of at least 12 people and we see a rare 
and incredibly poignant moment of solidarity when Joe puts his 
hand on Gerry’s shoulder. The powerful contrast between the 
kids getting to be kids and the adults having to deal with the 
harsh reality of life is perfectly executed. With this scene, McGee 
masterfully juxtaposes the joy and innocence of adolescence 
with the horrific acts of terrorism happening on their doorsteps; 
illustrating the raw dichotomy of life for ordinary people living in 
Derry during the Troubles.

By Grace Taylor



Doctor Strange in the Multiverse  
of Madness

Once again Marvel has delighted us with another highly 
anticipated film to add to the growing universe that it’s creating. 
After seeing this new addition I think it’s safe to say that viewers 
were not disappointed. 

Perhaps one of the biggest moments of this film was the 
introduction of the Illuminati that consists of Charles Xavier, 
Captain Carter and of course, Reed Richards who is more 
commonly known as Mr Fantastic from Fantastic 4. I remember the 
cinema erupting into gasps at this moment where John Krasinski 
finally made his much anticipated Marvel debut as Reed Richards. 

Elizabeth Olsen, WOW, what an amazing performance. This is how 
Marvel creates great cinema, because of actors like her that truly 
bring a film to life. Of course we can’t forget the main man himself 
Benedict Cumberbatch and I tell you he does not disappoint. 
Doctor Strange seems to have a habit of looking after teenagers, as 
we see his new assistant America Travis make her first appearance 
in the universe. Again we are delighted with his amazing character 
development from a strict man who follows rules to a kind, caring 
Avenger…At least that’s what we think until we are introduced to 
the many other variations of Doctor Strange throughout. 

Moving on to visual effects, I very much enjoyed the closer shots 
where you could see the magic from the characters and the up 
close battle scenes, however I feel that the wider shots were 
lacking with how clear they were and the realism of it. Overall, I 
really enjoyed it, however I think it could have used 30 minutes 
extra just to clear up certain moments. It felt like it was that 
second film that is still great but not the best. Overall I’d give it 4 
out of 5 stars. 

By Aoife Schofield



‘The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo’  
by Taylor Jenkins Reid

I have read many books, none of which have impacted me 
emotionally in quite the same way that this book has, as it tells the 
story of Evelyn, Harry, Celia, Connor, and Monique.

This book shows the different forms of love that people can have, 
while also contrasting how someone is portrayed in the media and 
how this differs from their real character in their private life.

Set against the backdrop of the 1980s we learn about the life of 
Evelyn Hugo, who would do anything to get what she wants.

“I’m bisexual. Don’t ignore half of me so you can fit me into a box.”

One of the many things I love about the character Evelyn Hugo is 
that she isn’t apologetic for who she is. She had to hide herself for 
too many years and now she wants to tell people the truth about 
herself.

No matter what Evelyn is going through she has Harry to turn 
to. Throughout her time with Celia there are many negative 
situations they are forced to be in, moments where Celia left due 
to arguments; Harry on the other hand, never leaves.

Evelyn and Harry marry each other to be able to be with the 
people they love without being used for media headlines. They 
end up having a child together, who they name Connor. It’s clear 
that Evelyn and Harry love each other but in the opposite way to 
Evelyn and Celia’s love. 

Overall, this book made me happy. It also forced me to grieve for 
fictional characters. I truly believe everyone should read this book, 
due to the amount that it has impacted my life. I remember when 
Harry died and knowing how bad Evelyn was struggling had my 
heart broken like glass. And I cried, as if he wasn’t fictional.

By Sam Beadle



Heartstopper 

Viewers have recently been delighted with the cinematic remake 
of Alice Oseman’s Heartstopper novels. I was absolutely amazed 
and hooked by the books and the TV show has made my obsession 
grow stronger. 

What a truly amazing performance from young actors Kit Connor 
and Joe Locke, showing how talented young actors are and that 
they are the future of film and TV. 

The LGBTQ+ representation in the series is phenomenal. It has an 
extremely accurate representation of what it’s like for a teenager 
in our society today and it doesn’t feel fake which is probably why 
teenagers love it so much.

A main fear with TV show adaptations from books is that the TV 
show will completely trail off from the book and I can confidently 
say here that it is not the case with Heartstopper. The amazing 
production team worked very closely with Alice in order to create 
an extended version of the 1st and 2nd volumes. 

The emotion and joy that was brought into the series is 
unbelievable and that heart-warming moment in the last episode 
where Nick and Charlie are on the beach together brings me pure 
joy. It’s definitely a series to binge multiple times and even more 
exciting news, Netflix have confirmed 2 more seasons are coming! 
PURE EXCITEMENT. I am proud to give this series 5 stars and 
can’t wait for its future and to see more of Nick and Charlie be 
brought to our screens to bring brightness into our lives. 

By Aoife Schofield 



No Time to Die (2021) 

No Time to Die is the latest entry in the James Bond franchise and 
the last to star Daniel Craig. The film follows Bond as he chases 
down a new secret bioweapon with the help of both the CIA and 
MI5. The film was directed by Cary Joji Fukunaga and stars Daniel 
Craig, Rami Malek and Léa Seydoux.  

James Bond films have almost always had a guarantee of quality. 
Going into these films you can expect great action, good acting, 
a considerably high budget and a great soundtrack to go with it. I 
distinctly recall one shot where the camera tracks a 180-degree 
rotation as the villains enter a building –  it’s shots and set pieces 
like that which are all the more reason to go see Bond movies.
 
As we progress into the more negative reserves I have, I’d like to 
note the film is nearly three hours long and I really think it didn’t 
need to be. The first act especially is forgettable, with the lingering 
question of how the opening sequence connects to everything. 
The films kind of devolves into a video game-esque style of 
progression as Bond meets the next big boss henchman and his 
gaggle of goons before finally reaching Rami Malek’s character. I 
was put off by the way Rami Malek’s character was handled by the 
screenplay. Malek as always delivers a great performance with a 
haunting opening and to see it wasted with the real lack of screen 
time delegated to his character was disappointing.  

To conclude, No Time to Die is a good film in part but falls apart in 
gluing together the pieces to make it whole. I would recommend it 
for the action but it’s just not for me. 

2.5/5 stars. 

By Henry Wade 



No Time to Die 

No Time To Die, a film that seemingly had no time to release, is 
a film defined by the idea of legacy; what we leave behind, both 
knowingly and unknowingly, as well as what it means to truly let 
go of the past. Daniel Craig’s tenure as Bond, the most acclaimed 
and debated era of the franchise thus far, has been one built on a 
franchise course correction, the first instance of a continuous arc 
between movies, both thematically and narratively, and this has 
never been clearer than here in No Time To Die.

Capturing past and future through arresting cinematography – 
some of the best and most inventive in a blockbuster release, 
as well as thrilling the viewer with its unparalleled sound design 
where the hum of a car engine ready to destruct or a bullet 
rippling through the Antarctic waters echo through the speakers 
menacingly – Craig’s iteration of 007 faces the most emotionally 
intense installment of the entire series, with greater emphasis 
on Bond’s own demons and his difficulty with love than before. 
While there is a villain present in the form of Rami Malek’s chilling, 
albeit criminally underused Safin, the greatest foe to Bond here 
is himself. His own inability to forgive the world for the hand he 
was dealt, while leaning right into what the world asks him to 
be, captures a thematically destructive portrait of a man with 
everything to lose, whether he knows it or not. 

Through the lengthy runtime, Bond comes closer than ever 
to realising who he really is and the audience get to watch as 
phenomenal action scenes unfold, and a brave ending render 
emotions more alive than ever. It’s messier than one would expect, 
but deeply moving and tremendously fun.

Rating: 4/5

By Reece Garea-Jennings


