
 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

We realise that these are anxious times for all of our College community, and we are committed 
to ensuring that you receive updates as we have them. Please see below for the latest 
information from Your HNC, and how we plan to support your son/daughter during these 
challenging times. 

Exams and assessment update  

You are likely to have heard that today (Friday 20th March) some further announcements have 
been made about the arrangements for exams and assessments. The Government 
announcement indicates students will still be able to sit exams early next academic year if they 
wish or in summer 2021. Alternatively, for those who do not, there will be a process where there 
is a calculated grade which reflects a student’s performance as ‘fairly as possible’. We 
understand this will include teachers submitting judgements about the grade they believe a 
student would have received had assessment taken place as planned. For vocational courses 
where work has been completed and assessed, these grades are likely to form part of the 
judgment.  

As a College we need to await the precise details of this process, so that we can advise and 
support our students regarding the right next steps, and so we can share more about the 
practicalities of these announcements and how they will work in reality. At this stage we do not 
have the detail we need to best advise our students and once we do have it, sharing our plan in 
response will be our priority.  

We understand that this is likely to cause heightened anxiety amongst our students and generate 
many questions. Once we understand more about these options, we will provide advice and 
support to ensure our students can make the right decision for themselves and their future. At 
this stage we do not know when we will receive the guidance we need to do this. Government 
has said that this will be as soon as possible, and that they will work with universities and 
employers so that young people are not disadvantaged or unable to take their next steps. We will 
provide a fuller update as soon as we possibly can. 

Remote learning  

We are working to protect the progress and learning of all of our students which following today’s 
announcement is of even greater importance. Like all educational institutions, we do not know at 
this stage when we will be able to reopen our buildings and resume face to face teaching. We 
are therefore asking students to continue with their remote learning. We appreciate that this has 
its practicalities for everyone involved in what is an unprecedented situation but we ask that 
students and parents/carers engage with us as far as possible; our teachers are uploading work 
and are there to support students. We hope that this will help to develop their independent 
learning and study skills. We will continue remote learning until any developments may mean we 
need to rethink this approach.  

Free School Meals and bursary payments 

We are fully committed to ensuring our financial support for students continues.  All students who 
are in receipt of financial support (bursary and/or Free School Meals) will have received an email 
about how we will pay these directly during our remote learning phase. 



  

College provision for ‘critical workers’ 

As a College we are following all DfE guidance, and buildings remained closed to the majority of 
our students to try and control the spread of the disease. It is clear that where possible children 
should be at home. Due to the age of our students we do not expect to operate a service to 
parents who are critical workers under the Covid-19 guidance as to do so would run counter to 
the government’s principle aim of preventing further spread of the virus. 

However, we are of course supporting those who are defined as vulnerable and we will be 
available to those students and students whose parents are critical to the Covid-19 response 
and cannot be safely cared for at home. 

We have contacted all of our students who are considered vulnerable and at this stage they do 
not wish to make use of a small scale facility during core hours. We are in regular contact with 
them and will provide support should this change.  

Any parent / carer who has concerns about their child’s safety or well-being (including parents 
who are critical to the Covid-19 response) should communicate these concerns to their child’s 
Progress Tutor in the first instance and we will review this on a case by case basis. 

Staying in touch & support 

Our social media is regularly updated. We are also issuing regular bulletins to our students via 
Moodle, this includes details of how they can access our support services during our remote 
learning phase, and links to helpful information. 

This is an absolutely unprecedented situation and we are updating all of our community as and 
when we can in a rapidly changing situation. We are committed to supporting all of our students 
and are working as best we can to protect their hard work, progress and achievements.  

Thank you for your continued support – please take care and stay safe and we hope to be able 
to provide further clarification urgently during what we understand is a time of uncertainty for all.  

Angela Williams OBE 

Principal 


