
Update for our Year 13 students and parents/carers  
 
We hope that our HNC community is staying safe.  Following the Government’s 
announcement that this summer’s exams and assessments are cancelled, please find 
below some information about expected next steps.   
 
It is important to note that as a College we do not as yet have the full details but we expect these to 
be released by Friday 3rd April.  
 
The information below provides you with an update of the picture as we know it and answers some 
frequently asked questions.  
 
Will I be awarded my predicted grades? 
We expect the full detail to be released by Friday 3rd April.  However, it won’t be that you are 
awarded your predicted grade, a range of factors will be taken into account.  
 
The guidance we have so far tells us that the Department for Education will look at a ‘broad range’ of 
evidence which we expect to include assessments and prior attainment.  The exam boards will 
develop a calculation which uses a combination of statistical evidence including your prior 
attainment and a judgement by your teachers.  The judgement of your teachers (who know you best) 
will be carefully listened to.  The calculation is expected to use a range of factors including our 
previous performance as a College so your likely progress in the run up to exams can be factored in.  
We will be able to advise further once we have the full details but if you want to look at the 
Government’s guidance in full, you can do so here.  
 
Will my mock results be used?  What happens if I didn’t do as well as I hoped in these? 
The guidance says that mock exams ‘…will be one of the pieces that will be taken into account in this 
process, alongside other factors.’  So your mocks will only form one part of the calculation, although 
we do not know how the formula will work in full yet.  
 
We expect that there will be a system where we can submit evidence for mitigating circumstances 
e.g. if you have extra time in exams or medical issues.  Again, we need to await full details of how it 
will work.  
 
Should I stop studying? 
The short answer is no!  Our teaching staff are still continuing with remote learning and we are very 
much encouraging you to complete your studies in this way.  Below we have outlined how we expect 
it to work for the next few weeks: 

Spring term: Your teachers will directly support your studies until the end of the term on Friday 3rd 
April.  During this time you are expected to work remotely, following your College timetable as 
closely as possible and completing all set tasks to the best of your ability within set deadlines - the 
work you produce during this period is highly likely to be used as part of your teacher’s professional 
judgement about your final grade.  It is particularly important for BTEC students to submit their 
assignments as these will form an important element of the portfolio of work that will be used. 

Summer term: From Monday 20th April – Friday 22nd May your teachers will continue to support 
you but will let you decide the pace at which you want to learn.  Your teachers will encourage you 
to make the most of this unique opportunity to learn purely for the love of learning by outlining the 
type of work that you could be doing; you will not be expected to submit work for marking.  In 
addition, your teachers will provide suggestions and links to the huge array of online learning 
resources available and encourage you to take this opportunity to pursue a personal interest in 
more depth or undertake preparatory work for your chosen university course. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020


The only exception to the plan outlined above is that in some BTEC courses your teachers may 
advise you to continue with your coursework preparation and submission.  If this applies to you, 
your teachers will inform you and provide clear instructions regarding exactly what work you need 
to complete and by when. 

For your own well-being it is important to maintain a structure to your day and to keep your mind 
active and your teachers will help you with this. 

What happens if I haven’t completed all of my BTEC assignments? 
We are working on the assumption that all your current work will be used as part of the teacher’s 
professional judgement so yes, you should complete all outstanding assignments ASAP – your 
teachers will be setting a deadline of 3rd April.  If you are ill or have circumstances that make meeting 
this deadline difficult, then these must be submitted by 19th April at the latest so that they can be 
marked and used for evidence as part of your final grade.   
 
What if I am unhappy with what I am awarded? 
It is important to emphasise that if either you or College disagree with what you have been awarded, 
there is a full right of appeal and we can challenge the grade you have been awarded.  The 
Government has said if you remain unhappy you will have the chance to sit your exams when schools 
and colleges reopen, or in summer 2021.  
 
How will exams work if I sit them?  Can I repeat Year 13? 
Exams will be for students who are unhappy with the outcome of their calculated grades, we do not 
know at this stage what form the exams will take.  The Government has assured everyone that the 
process will be fair and transparent and the calculation will give you a fair grade so we hope that only 
a minority of students will need to take their exams. 
 
If you do take your exams there will be an opportunity to take these in autumn, or summer 2021.  As 
an oversubscribed College it is unlikely we would have capacity for students to retake Year 13 at 
HNC but please be reassured we will support any external student unhappy with their outcome.  We 
are very hopeful that the system the exam bodies will use will provide you with a fair and accurate 
grade so that you can simply focus on the next stage in your journey.  
 
When will I get my results?  Can my teachers give me an idea of what I will be getting? 
We expect these to be released in July, but we don’t know the timescale of when we will need to 
submit information.  As we don’t know the full procedure we are unable to provide details of 
calculated grades – we will provide an update as soon as we can.  Your teachers are therefore unable 
to advise you further about what you may be awarded, but remain contactable to support your 
remote learning. 
 
If there is an appeal, will this be in July or will College see my calculated grade before? 
We do not know at this stage whether you will be able to see your calculated grades before results 
are released, or fully how the appeal process will work.  As soon as we have this information we will 
share it.  
 
What happens if I’m going to university or want to apply next year?  Will I be at a disadvantage? 
Universities are taking into account these unprecedented circumstances for all students awarded 
grades this year and the opportunity to sit exams if you are unhappy remains available.  
 
Government says: “The calculated grades awarded will be formal grades, with the same status as 
grades awarded in any other year” so you will not be at any disadvantage.  
 
 
 
 



Will I be coming back to HNC? 
Given the clear statement exams will NOT be taking place this year, and the fact we have no date on 
when we are expected to re-open Campus, we do not expect Year 13 students to return to our 
buildings for face to face teaching this academic year.  
 
We know this will be disappointing, and we will be looking to host an event to give you the chance to 
say farewell to teachers and friends as soon as it is safe to do so.  We know it is not quite the same, 
but please send your submissions to our yearbook – full details are below. 
 
In summary: 
√  We still need more information to advise you but the way exam boards will calculate final grades 
is expected to give you the grade you would have achieved should you have sat your exam(s) or 
submitted all your BTEC coursework 
 
√  If you are unhappy with this, there will be a way to appeal the grade(s) and sit the exam(s) in autumn 
or summer 2021, although this is likely to be only if you feel the calculated grade is inaccurate  
 
√  Only those who are unhappy with their awarded grade(s) will sit exams.  We don’t know fully how 
this will work, but should it be a route that you take we will support you with this  
 
√   You should continue remote learning in the way we have set out above.  
 
√   You will not be at any disadvantage in terms of university this year or next and your grades will be 
formal qualifications and work in exactly the same way as they do for everyone else  
 
√   Year 13 students will not be returning for face to face learning this academic year.  However, we 
will be looking at an event to mark your time with us when it is safe to do so. Please make a submission 
to our yearbook via news@huddnewcoll.ac.uk – full details below!  
 
√   Stay home, stay safe – we hope you all stay well during this time  
 
 

 

mailto:news@huddnewcoll.ac.uk

